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GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION,  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
AID  OCCUPATIONS 


The  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  almost  in  the  centre 
of  England  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  of  Warwick. 

The  northern  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  District  form  part 
of  the  Leicestershire  County  Border.  Neighbouring  Warwicks  liire 
local  authorities  are  Nuneaton  Borough  and  Meriden  and  Tamworth 
Rural  Districts.  Coventry  is  situated  15  miles  to  the  south 
and  Leicester  and  Birmingham  are  each  20  miles  away  to  east  and 
west  respectively. 

The  interests  of  Atherstone  have  always  been  agricultural, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufacturing 
are  the  principal  industries,  whilst  there  arc  also  brick, 
pipe  and  tile  works,  engineering  works,  hosiery  and  footwear 
factories  and  other  minor  industries.  There  is  a need  for  new 
industries,  and  splendid  opportunities  exist  for  such  development. 

Means  of  communication  are  good.  Passing  through  the  town 
are  the  main  trunk  road  lenown  as  Watling  Street  (A5) , the  main 
London  to  Crewe  Railway  line  and  the  Coventry  Canal.  The  main 
road  is  now  carried  round  the  town  by  a new  by-pass  and  the 
railway  line  has  now  been  electrified. 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity.  Indisputable  evidence 
of  Roman  association  has  been  discovered  from  time  to  time. 
Atherstone  town  was  well  established  in  the  9th  century  and  it 
was  entered  in  Domesday  Book  as  Aderstone. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


at  31st  December,  19 6A. 

Chairman: 

Councillor  E.  Bond,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman: 

Councillor  J.  Sanders,  J„P. 

Councillors: 

Mrs*  V.  W,  Ford,  H.  Alcoclc,  J.  I.  Evans,  S.  J.  Evans,  J* 
P.  Hastings,  R.  A.  Hilton,  T.  W.  Hubbard,  J.  Ison,  J.  H. 
E,  W.  Mellor,  J.P.,  R.  Mellor,  A.  Morris,  F.  A.  Paintin, 
J.P.,  A.  L.  Standley. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  M.  HUGHES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
S.  B.  ACTON,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  A.  MARGOS CHI S,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

P.  HIBHERT,  M.A.P.H.I, 

Clerical  Assistant: 

MRS.  M.  E.  TAYLOR. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  A.  ROUTLEDGE. 
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H.  Fisher, 
Longden, 

A.  E.  Shaw, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  ‘THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Atherstone. 

February,  1966. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  more  I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Atherstone  for  the  year  1964,  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  mid-year  estimate  obtained  from  the  Registrar  General's 
Department  gave  the  population  of  the  Rural  District  for  1964  as 
25,710  - an  inorense  of  370. 

During  the  year  528  births  were  registered  being  82  more 
than  in  1963.  This  gave  a corrected  birth  rate  of  20.32  which 
was  above  the  national  average  of  18.4 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  that  is,  deaths  occurring  in 
the  first  year  of  life,  was  10-2  loss  than  last  year,  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  18.94.  This  compared  favourably  v/ith 
the  national  average  of  20.  Once  again  all  these  deaths  were  due 
to  either  prematurity,  congenital  abnormalties  or  other  causes, 
which  in  the  present  state  of  our  medical  laiowledge  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  District  amounted  to  283  on  increase  of  9 compared  with  the 
previous  year.  The  majority  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  aged 
and  as  is  to  be  expected  the  causes  were  those  which  are  usually 
found  in  the  older  age  groups.  A perusal  of  the  causes  of  death 
shows  that  49  people  died  of  malignant  disease  which  was  a 
reduction  of  8 compared  with  1963. 
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Last  year  I reported  that  the  number  dying  of  carcinoma 
of  the  lung  had  increased  by  2 to  a total  of  8.  This  year 
I have  to  report  an  increase  of  3 to  give  a total  of  11, 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  is  relatively  small  this  increase 
is  significant  as  it  reflects  the  national  trend  for  the 
mortality  from  this  cause  to  increase  annually. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  showed  a reduction 
from  245  to  81  due  principally  to  the  smaller  number  of  cases 
of  measles  occurring  during  the  year. 

Twenty  five  notifications  of  dysentery  were  received  and 
one  of  food  poisoning  and  although  each  case  was  fully  investigated 
and  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  neither  the  cource 
nor  the  organisms  responsible  were  discovered. 

Once  again  I report  that  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or 
poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  District,  It  is  well  known  that 
protection  against  these  diseases  can  be  provided  by  the  Family 
Doctor  or  ah  the  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council.  Some 
parents  however  are  not  talcing  advantage  of  this  facility  and 
I take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  them  that,  although  these 
diseases  are  on  the  wane  outbreaks  do  occur  from  time  to  time 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  recent  epidemics  of 
poliomyelitis  it  was  noted  that  those  individuals  who  were 
not  protected  were  the  principal  victims. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
showed  a slight  decrease  reaching  the  second  lowest  figure 
since  1948,  seven  new  cases  were  added.  We  must  not,  however, 
be  lulled  into  a sense  of  false  security  for  these  new  cases 
show  that  there  are  scources  of  infection  at  large  in  the 
community.  Adolescent  children  are  particularly  susceptible 
to  this  disease,  and  protective  vaccination  is  offered  to  all 
children  prior  to  leaving  school  through  the  School  Health 
Service  of  Warwickshire  County  Council.  However,  many  parents 
are  not  taking  advantage  of  this  service. 

The  Personal  Health  Services  which  are  the  responsibility 
of  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  continue  to  expand.  A full 
account  of  these  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer, 

During  the  year  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963,  came  into  force  and  although  a start  was  made,  due  to  the 
vast  amount  of  work  involved  the  inspection  of  premises  was 
not  completed. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  volume  of  work  involved  in 
this  and  other  duties  together  with  the  addition  of  part  of 
Tamworth  Rural  District  in  1965  the  Council  agreed  to  increase 
the  establishment  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  by  one.  The 
appointment  of  a Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  was  a progressive 
step.  There  is  a national  shortage  of  inspectors  and  those 
authorities  who  are  capable  of  doing  so  should  endeavour  to 
train  recruits  to  the  service. 

Finally  I wish  to  state  that  the  standard  of  health  and 
hygiene  in  the  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  for  1964  was 
satisfactory  and  progress  continues. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillor  Ernest 
bond,  J.P.  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
enthusiasm  and  support.  Appreciation  must  also  be  expressed 
for  tin  co-operation  and  assistance  received  from  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  members  of  the  Inspectorate  and 
officers  of  other  departments.  Also  to  Mr3,  Taylor  who  has 
typed  and  proparod  this  report. 


E.  M.  HUGHES. 


Medical  Offioor  of  Health, 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .. 

• • • • 

• • • 0 • • 

• • • 

0 • • 

21,945 

Population,  census 

, 1951 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

23,658 

Population,  census 

, 1961 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

24,911 

Intercensal  increase  in  population, • . 

• • • 

• • • 

1,253 

Population  (raid-year  estimate)  1964 

» • • 

• • • 

25,710 

Number  of  inhabited  houses, 

1964  . . . 

• • 0 

• • • 

8,211 

Density  of  population,  i,e. 

number  of 

persons 

per  acre,  1964  . • 

• • • • 

• • • • • # 

• • • 

• • • 

1.17 

Number  of  persons 

per  dwelling,  1964 

• • • 

• • • 

3.13 

Rateable  value  of 

District 

0 6 0 0 0 • 

• • • 

• 0# 

£792,933 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  1964- 

• • • 

• • • 

£3,040 

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  Census),.. 

• • • 

379 

Parish  Population, 

Census  1961:- 

Parish 

Acreage 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ansley  

• • • 

2,930 

1,260 

1,202 

2,462 

Ather stone  . . . 

• • • 

944 

2,713 

2,740 

5,453 

Baddesley  Ensor... 

• • • 

1,156 

956 

868 

1,824 

Baxterley 

• • • 

901 

212 

210 

4-22 

Bentley  ...  • . . 

• • • 

1,967 

84 

75 

159 

Caldecote 

• • • 

667 

75 

62 

137 

Dordon  

♦ • • 

2,162 

1,668 

1,573 

3,241 

G-rendon  ...  . . . 

• • • 

2,415 

74-8 

712 

1,460 

Hartshill. • • • • . 

• • • 

1,585 

1,313 

1,270 

2,583 

Manoetter. . . . . . 

• • • 

1,607 

1,395 

1,364 

2,759 

Merevale  ...  . . . 

• • • 

390 

38 

50 

88 

Oldbury  ...  . . . 

• • ♦ 

611 

37 

45 

82 

Polesworth  • . . 

• • • 

4,110 

2,146 

2,095 

4,241 

Totals 

21,945 

12,645 

12,266 

24,911 
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PARISH  POPULATIONS 


COMPARISON  OF  1951  I/ITH  1961  CENSUS 


Parish 

- 

Number 

Increased 

Number 

Decreased 

Ansley. 

375 

Atherstone. 

372 

Baddesley  Ensor. 

125 

“ 

Baxtorley. 

88 

- 

Bentley. 

25 

Caldocote. 

16 

Dordon. 

408 

G-rendon. 

- 

131 

Hart shill. 

- 

159 

Mano otter. 

846 

Merevale. 

- 

133 

Oldbury. 

- 

6 

Polesworth. 

221 

Totals 

2,079 

826 

Intercensal  increase  in  population  1,253« 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


•f 7 

: 

Male 

F emale 

Total  | 

Live  Births  ...  ... 

290 

238 

528  j 

Legitimate  

281 

233 

52U  ! 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

14-  1 

Birth  Rate  

20,54-  ! 

Comparability  Factor... 

0.99  i 

Corrected  Birth  Rate... 

20.33  | 

Still  Births  ...  ... 

6 

2 

8 ] 

Legitimate  

6 

1 

7 ! 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

- 

1 

1 i 

Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

Death  Rate  . 

Correction  Factor  ... 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

164 

119 

283  ! 
11.01  ! 
1.22  ! 

Corrected  Death  Rate... 
Infant  Deaths 

• • • 

13.43  | 

i 

(0  v/eeks  to  12  months) 

7 

3 

io  i 

Legitimate  

• • • 

6 

3 

9 ! 

Illegitimate...  ... 

• ♦ • 

1 

— 

1 | 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Neo-Natal  Deaths 

• • • 

18.94  i 

: 

(Under  1 month)  ... 

• • # 

6 

2 

8 1 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

• • • 

5 

2 

7 I 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 ! 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 
Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

• • • 

15.15 

(Under  1 week)  . . . 

• • • 

6 

2 

8 1 

Legitimate  

• • • 

5 

2 

7 1 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

1 

l i 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

| 

15.15 

s 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  19624-. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1*  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  •••  

3 

- 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  

- 

- 

3*  Syphilitic  disease  

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria  

- 

- 

5 • Whooping  C ough  • • • •••  • • • •••  • « • 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  

- 

mm 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

8.  Ivieasles  •••  •••  •••  • • • • • • ••• 

- 

mm 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

- 

2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

2,-: 

5 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  

10 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast ... 

- 

6 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

3 

14«  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

10 

12 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaenda  

1 

1 

Diabetes  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

4 

| 17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

15 

23 

13.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  

33 

17 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  •••  ... 

4 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

13 

18 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

9 

3 

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia  

6 

3 

24.  Bronchitis. 

14 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

0 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

3 

M 

27.  G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  

1 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ... 

1 

mm 

1 30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

- 

mm 

j 31.  Congenital  malformations  ...  .;.  ... 

' 2 

2 

| 32.  .Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

21 

10 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

2 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  

2 

3 

♦ buicido  •••  • # • •••  • • • ••• 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

1 

164 

119 

283 
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BIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  live  births  for  1964  was  528, 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  20.54  per  1,000  population 
The  comparability  factor  is  0.99,  making  the  corrected  birth 
rate  20.33  per  1,000  population.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1964,  was  18.4  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS 

•"  ? > 

■ •„  / 

.The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  283, 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  11.01  per  1,000  population.  The 
factor  for  correction  is  1.22  and  it  results  in  a standardised 
death  rate  of  13«43  per  1,000  population.  The  "correction 
factor,"  being  above  unity,  indicates  that  Atherstone  District 
has  a younger,  on  average,  population  than  the  rest  of  the 
Country,  The  corrected  death  rate  is  designed  to  afford  a 
means  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  different  districts  by 
accounting  for  the  irregularities  of  the  distribution  of  tho 
population  as  regards  age  and  sex. 

The  1964,  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.3  per 
1,000  population. 


The  diseases  and  conditions  giving  rise  to  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  over  the  last  five  years  age:- 


I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels 

86 

7 6 

111 

86 

99 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

40 

46 

18 

41 

38 

Cancer 

48 

45 

51 

57 

49 

Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis 

‘ .f  ^ 

16 

•> 

25 

26 

25 

25 

, • 4T  . 

Violence,  accidents 
and  suicide 

17 

17 

19 

18 

11 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


10  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  during 
1964,  7 were  males  and  3 were  females* 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  18.94  per  1,000  related 
live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.0 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  INFANTILE 
MORTALITY  IN  ATHERSTONE 

— — • — — 

Year 

Average  Five  Years 

Birth 

Rate 

Doath 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1943 

1944 
1943 
1946 

j 1947 

20.8 

10.3 

44.4 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

17.5 

9.9 

32.1 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

16.7 

10.1 

28.2 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 
1962 

15.7 

10.3 

21.9 

1963 

17.6 

10.8 

26.9 

1964 

20.5 

11.0 

18.9 
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INQUESTS  19624- 


No,  of  sudden  deaths  reported 
to  Coroner, 

Males 

Females 

Total 

32 

8 

bo 

No.  of  Inquests. 

5 

- 

5 

No.  of  Post  Mortem  examinations 

27 

8 

35 

Certified  cause  of  death 

(a)  Natural  causes. 

27 

8 

35 

(b)  Mis adventure. 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Suicide. 

2 

- 

2 

(d)  Found  drowned. 

1 

- 

1 

(e)  Accidental. 

2 

- 

2 

(f)  Stillborn. 

- 

mm 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  in  page  15  shev/s  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  Atherstone 
over  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  by  Medical  Praotitioners  in  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1964. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

3 

5 

Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

mm 

Moaslcs  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

22 

14 

36 

Paralytic  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

— 

— 

Non  -Paralytic 

- 

— 

— 

Diphtheria • ••  •••  ••• 

- 

— 

- 

Smallpox  • • • •••  • • • ••• 

— 

- 

mm 

Moningococcal  Inf oction  . . • 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery  

15 

13 

28 

Acute  Encephalitis  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

- 

- 

mm 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

- 

3 

3 

Acute  Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

mm 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

- 

1 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Malaria 

mm 

Contracted  Abroad  

- 

- 

- 

Indigenous  

_ 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  

- 

— 

- 

kd 

36 

81 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1955  - 19624- 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


TABLE  I 


Details 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 

Register  at  beginning 
of  year 

64 

10 

kh 

15 

133 

(b)  Number  of  cases 
notified  under 
Regulations  of  1952 
for  first  time  in 
year 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4 

(c)  Number  of  cases 

restored  to  Register 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  formal 
notification 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

(e)  Number  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register  during 
the  year 

4 

- 

5 

1 

10 

(f)  Number  of  cases 
remaining  on 
Register  on 
31st  December,  1964* 

62 

10 

42 

16 

130 

16 


SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REG-ISTER  1948  -1964 

TABLE  II 


Cases  on  Register 

Notifications  each  year 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm* 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm, 

• 

0 0 
S CM 

Total 

1 9bB 

103 

33 

136 

33 

4 

37 

10 

1 

11 

1949 

117 

34 

151 

26 

5 

31 

6 

2 

8 

1950 

123 

36 

159 

18 

5 

23 

10 

1 

11 

1951 

132 

40 

172 

30 

8 

38 

7 

3 

10 

1952 

146 

47 

193 

28 

12 

40 

6 

2 

8 

1953 

160 

50 

210 

24 

8 

32 

4 

1 

5 

1954 

174 

49 

223 

29 

2 

31 

3 

- 

3 

1955 

158 

45 

203 

18 

5 

23 

2 

- 

2 

1956 

149 

43 

192 

11 

3 

14 

4 

1 

5 

1957 

132 

37 

174 

10 

1 

11 

1 

- 

1 

1958 

134 

38 

172 

9 

4 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1959 

128 

28 

156 

13 

1 

14 

2 

- 

2 

I960 

119 

26 

145 

11 

3 

14 

2 

1 

3 

1961 

114 

25 

139 

12 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

104 

25 

129 

9 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1963 

108 

25 

133 

11 

2 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1964 

102f 

26 

130 

5 

2 

7 

3 

- 

3 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwick  Hospital,  Coventry,  undertakes  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  of  water,  ice  cream  and  food  also  in 
connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 

Messrs.  Bostock,  Hill  & Rigby,  Public  Analysts,  Birmingham, 
are  frequently  employed  for  chemical  analyses. 


THE  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  General  Practitioners  Service  is  administered  by  the 
Warwickshire  Executive  Council;  eight  modical  praotitionors 
live  in  the  district,  but  others  living  outside  have  extended 
their  activities  to  cover  parts  of  the  distriot. 

There  are  no  general  hospital  services  directly  available 
within  the  district,  but  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities 
are  available  at  the  Nuneaton  and  Tamworth  hospitals.  Cases  of 
infeotious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Wlitiley  Hospital, 
Coventry,  and  a small  percentage  of  oases  requiring  special 
treatment  are  admitted  to  Birmingham  hospitals.  The  one-time 
Atherstone  Isolation  Hospital  at  Grendon  ha3  now  boen  converted 
into  a Sanatorium,  but  the  bod  accommodation  for  Tuborculosis 
patients  is  largely  providod  for  at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium, 

Near  Warwick,  but  various  other  Sanatoria  within  the  Birmingham 
Hospital  Region  arc  also  used. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  for  arrangements 
for  Domiciliary  Nursing,  Domestic  Helps,  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation,  the  care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  the 
Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  and  the  Ambulanoo 
Service  as  laid  down  in  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  194-6.  With  the  excoption  of  the  Ambulance 
Service,  the  day  by  day  administration  of  these  services  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Council  Offices, 
Bedworth.  The  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Watling  Street,  Dordon. 

A General  Purposes  Clinic  is  situated  in  Station  Street, 
Atherstone.  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  are  hold  in  and 
conducted  in  these  premises  and  sessions  are  held  at  which  tho 
Speech  Therapist,  Dentist  and  Eye  Specialist  attend.  A school 
Dental  Officer  covers  Bedworth  and  Atherstone  and  is  at  present 
devoting  two  full  days  a week  to  treatment. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  SERVICE 


j ■■ 

Station  Street, 
A the rs tone. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

Wednesdays  (2-4  p.m, ) 

Ansley  Social  Cl 

.ub*  " 

Wednesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Village  Hall,  Dordon.  " 

| 

Alternate  Tuesdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

Parish  Hall,  Polesworth.  " 

1 

Tuesdays  (2-4  p.m.) 

Literal  Club,  Baddesley.  " 

| 

Alternate  Thursdays 
(2-4  p.m.) 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Station  Street, 
Atherstone. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

By  Appointment. 

ii 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Friday  afternoons 
monthly  by  appointment.! 

ii 

Orthopaedic  Exercises 
Clinic 



Tuesday  afternoon 
by  appointment. 

Nurses'  Home, 
Polesworth. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

By  appointment. 

n 

Opthalmic  Clinic 

Friday  afternoons 
monthly  by  appointment. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  0?  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Atherstone, 

March,  1966. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 

1964. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Meetings  were  held  with  the 
Tamworth  R.D.C.  officials  regarding  our  annexation  of  some  7,402 
population  in  2,175  dwellings  and  12,656  acres  of  their  District 
on  the  1st  April,  1965*  From  their  co-operative  and  helpful 
information  and  my  personal  investigations  into  the  Area,  schemes 
for  extending  and  reorganising  our  refuse  collection  and  other 
public  health  services  were  drawn  up,  approved  and  later 
financially  provided  for  by  the  Council. 

The  appointment  of  a further  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  was  sanctioned  and  he  was  duly  seconded  to  Tamworth 
R.D.C.  until  the  end  of  March,  1965,  for  they  had  become  under- 
staffed. 

Our  first  Student  Public  Health  Inspector  was  appointed  in 
March,  1964.  The  establishment  permits  of  a second  Student  - 
necessary  appointments  for  the  future  if  the  administrative  and 
field  work  in  public  health  is  to  continue  to  be  done  by  properly 
qualified  people  in  future  years. 

The  unfailing  and  good  work  of  Mr.  Margoschis  (Deputy), 

Mr.  Hibbert  (Additional)  and  Mrs.  Taylor  ( Clerk-Shorthand/Typi3t) , 
and  of  the  men  of  the  Cleansing  Department  has  again  been  greatly 
appreciated  throughout  the  year. 

I greatly  value  'the ' assistance  and  support  which  I have  been 
given  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  (Mr.  Councillor 
Ernest  Bond,  J.P.)  and  the  Members  of  the  Committee. 

Commending  this  Report  to  your  notice. 


S.  B.  ACTON. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


HOUSING- 


During  the  year  fourteen  Demolition  Orders  and  five 
Closing  Orders  were  made  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

A Closing  Order  made  in  19^3,  on  No.  165,  Long  Street, 
Dordon,  was  revolted  on  acceptance  of  an  Undertaking  which 
resulted  in  the  house  being  made  fit  and  provided  with  all 
modern  amenities. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  Clearance  Areas  which 
were  declared  in  1964.  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  all.  The  Orders  were  confirmed 
without  amendment. 


Name  of  Area 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Occupiers 

Parish  of  Daddesley  Ensor  Vill.  (No. 3)  C.A. 

7 

22 

Parish  of  Hartshill  Chapel  End  (No.l)  C.A. 

7 

15 

Parish  of  Hartshill  Chapel  End  (No. 2)  C.A. 

4 

8 

Parish  of  Hartshill  Chapel  End  (No. 3)  C.A. 

3 

5 

Parish  of  An3ley  Blacksmith’ 3 Row  C.A. 

6 

12 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No.l)  C.A, 

9 

18 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 2)  C.A. 

21 

50 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 3)  C.A, 

2 

3 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 4)  C.A. 

2 

5 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 5)  C.A. 

9 

17 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 6)  C.A, 

5 

18 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 7)  C.A. 

2 

8 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 8)  C.A, 

5 

10 

Parish  of  Polesworth  Village  (No. 9)  C.A. 

12 

29 

Totals 

94 

220 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AM)  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWNRTiT 
IffiTURN  FOR  1HE  YEAR  SIDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  19 64. 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 
In  Clearance  Areas# 


1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement  etc# 

3#  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 
43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas* 


4#  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Sec.  17(l)  H.A.1957. 

5#  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
o.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 
action  has  been  talcen  under  Local  Acts# 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders# 


Houses 

Demol- 

ished 


28 


Displaced 
during  year 
Persons  Families 


23 


71 

3 


21 


23 

1 


10 


B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

8.  Under  Secs.  16(4),  17(1)  & 35(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957, 

9.  Under  Secs.  17(3)  & 26  Housing  Act,  1957. 

10.  Part.,  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18 

Housing  Act,  1957. 


Number 


11 


c*  UNFIT  houses  hade  fit  and  houses  in  v.hicii  defects  7, ere  remedied 


11.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority. 

12.  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Sections  9 & 16  Housing  Act,  1957. 

13.  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957. 

By  Owner 
6l 

27 

1 

By  L.A. 
17 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

Number 

Number  of 

Position  at  end  of  year. 

of 

Houses 

(1) 

separate 
dwellings 
in  col.  (l) 
(2) 

114.  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation, 
(a)  under  Section  48. 

.b)  under  Section  17(2). 

- 

— 

^c)  under  Section  4 6. 

- 

- 

L5«  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sec.  34  or  53* 

- 

C.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSING  BY  AGREEMENT 

Number 

Number  of 

.-6.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included 

of  Pises. 
(1) 

0 0 0 up  curt  s m 

(2) 

in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  purchased  in  the  Year. 

1 ■ . .... — — 

5 

8 
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For  families  re-housed  from  condemned  dwellings,  a 
Displacement  Register  has  been  kept  since  November,  1956. 

This  shews  the  numbers  of  families  re-housed:-  1956  - 31 ,* 

1957  - 179;  1958  - 24;  1959  - 8;  I960  - 76;  1961  - 22; 

1962  - 102;  1963  - 43;  1964  - 40.  Total  525. 

At  the  31st  March,  1965,  there  wore  2,490  completed 
Council-owned  houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  and  a further  217 
were  under  construction.  708  Council  houses  existed  in  1939; 
none  were  built  during  the  T7ar  years.  The  Council  dwellings 
are  in  the  following  Parishes:-  Atherstone  902;  Ansley  160; 
Badde3ley  Ensor  229;  Baxterley  24;  Dordon  144;  G-rendon  14; 
Hartshill  162;  Manoetter  4*1-2  and  Polesworth  413.  There  are 
no  Council-owned  houses  in  the  very  rural  parishes  of  Bentley, 
Caldecote,  Merevale  and  Oldbury. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  foroe  on  the  1st  July,  1957. 
41  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  to  the 
end  of  1957.  Another  2+1  came  in  during  1958;  12  in  1959,  6 in 
i960,  none  in  1961,  one  only  dn  1962  and  none  at  all  in  1963 

and  1964. 


CARAV.J!  SITES  & CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960. 

The  Caravan  Sites  in  our  District  do  not  pose  any  particular 
problem.  The  largest  site  accommodates  only  four  caravans. 
Fourteen  other  licensed  sites  exist  on  which  there  are  one  to 
three  caravans  each. 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING  ACT.  1959,  1961  & 19%. 


I11  Octoberj  ly6q-j  the  whole  of  the  work  of  dealing  with 
Standard  Grant  Applications  was  transferred  from  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  applications  received 
for  Improvement  Grants  in  the  past  five  years. 

1959  covers  July  to  December  only  (inception  of  Standard 
Grants) . 


Year 

No.  of 
Applic 
at ions 

No.  Granted 

Refused 

With- 

drawn 

No.  of 
Houses 
owner- 
occupied 

No.  of 
Tenanted 
Houses 

Stan- 

dard 

Discret 

-ionary 

1959 

32 

29 

3 

- 

- 

31 

1 

I960 

71 

60 

8 

3 

- 

66 

5 

1961 

99 

95 

3 

1 

- 

43 

55 

1962 

112 

108 

4 

- 

- 

56 

56 

1963 

120 

111 

8 

1 

- 

65 

55 

1964 

88 

86 

- 

1 

1 

69 

19 
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WAITER  SUPPLIES 


The  North  East  Warwickshire  '.later  Board  which  was 
established  in  I960,  is  responsible  for  mains  water  supplies 
for  the  Nuneaton,  Bedworth  and  Atherstone  Districts  and  for 
parts  of  Neriden  and  Rugby  Rural  Districts. 

In  the  Atherstone  District  the  Board  own  the  following 
sources  of  water  for  mains  distribution  and  at  each  source 
chlorinating  apparatus  is  installed* 

1.  District  Pumping  Station,  V/arton,  where  there  are  two 
boreholes,  335  and  301  feet  deep  respectively. 

2.  Shallow  Well  at  Bramcote,  Polesworth,  with  a horizontal 
boro  driven  into  Keels  Sandstone. 

3.  Ana ley  Pumping  Station,  whore  thore  is  a 70  feet  deep 
well  fed  by  throe  horizontal  bore3. 

The  Board  also  have  other  sources  of  mains  water  supplies 
which  are  used  for  supplying  the  Atherstone  District.  They 
are:  - 

1.  From  the  Rivers  Blythe  and  Bourne  by  way  of  7/hitacre 
and  Shuotoke  Reservoirs.  Birmingham  Corporation 
controlling  Authority.  Water  received  in  Oldbury 
Reservoir. 

2.  From  Leicester  Corporation  - main  through  Caldocote  and 
through  Tuttle  Hill  Reservoir,  which  is  in  the  Nuneaton 
area. 

In  1964,  there  were  47  bacteriological  examination  results 
of  samples  of  water  from  Pumping  Stations  in  our  District  and 
taps  and  mains  throu^iout  the  District,  which  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Coventry,  by  the  V/ater  Board 
and  this  Department.  All  the  samples  except  one  gave  satisfactory 
results  and  repeat  sampling  from  this  house-tap  source  shewed 
negative  coliform  bacilli  results. 

Nater  mains  are  well  dstributed  in  the  District;  of  the 
8,211  dwellings  in  our  21,945  acres  only  6l  are  not  supplied 
with  mains  v/ater.  29  of  these  are  on  a private  piped,  stored 
and  pumped  spring  supply  to  the  Caldecote  Hall  and  Flats  and 
adjacent  dwellings.  To  this  supply,  as  in  preceding  year, 
frequent  attention  has  been  paid.  In  the  year  ten  samples 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  Only  one,  after 
chlorination  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Following  increased 
chlorination,  repeat  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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Close  liaison  exists  between  the  Water  3oard  and  this 
Department  and  appropriate  action  is  immediately  taken  by  the 
Board  when  adverse  bacteriological  results  are  notified,  or 
when  a consumer  complains  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of  water 
being  received. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1965. 

Certain  administrative  provisions,  including  Registration 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1964*  To  the  end  of  the  year 
159  employers  registered  their  premises  under  the  Act, 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
August,  1964, 

Other  than  administrative  work  and  a few  special  advisory 
visits  on  request,  no  routine  inspections  were  made  in  the  year, 
but  the  Registers  were,  built  up  and  a system  of  records  designed 
as  preparatory  measures  to  enforcement  of  these  new  laws. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Of  the  8,211  houses  in  the  District,  approximately  7,520 
drain  to  public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works;  187  are  with 
semi-septic  tanks;  A-2 4 have  cesspits  and  80  discharge  waste 
water  direct  to  ditches.  It  might  then  be  assumed  that  as  a 
Rural  District  we  are  well  equipped  with  means  of  sewage 
purification  but  this  may  be  better  judged  from  the  following 
resume. 

1.  Atherstone  Parish  - New  works  built  in  1956,  when  some  new 
and  relief  sewers  and  pumping  stations  were  also  installed. 

In  February,  1963,  the  Council  decided  that  the  Sewage  Works 
should  be  extended  in  order  to  cope  with  effluents  from  the 
proposed  industrial  development  at  Ratcliffe  Road.  This 
works  receives  sewage  from  the  Market  Bosworth  (Leicestershire) 
R.D.C.  villages  of  Witherley,  Sheepy  Magna  and  Ratcliffe  Culey. 
During  the  yonr  worlcs  commenced  on  the  construction  of  flood 
relief  sewers  in  Grove  Road  and  Staff ord  Street. 


2.  An3ley  Parish  - The  Ansley  Village  is  served  by  two  sewage 

worlcs,  one  of  which  was  laid  down  by  the  Coal  Industry  Housing 
Association  in  1953,  in  connection  with  a new  Housing  Sito. 
This  works  wa3  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  after  re-sewering 
the  southern  end  of  the  Village  in  1959,  additional  dwellings 
wore  connected.  The  second  sewage  works,  which  serves 
properties  at  the  northern  end  of  the  Village,  i3  inadequate. 
The  hamlet  of  Birchloy  Heath  has  new  sewers  and  a sewage  works 
which  was  laid  down  during  1956  and  1957*  From  the  Ansley 
Common  part  of  the  Parish  sewage  is  conveyed  to  Nuneaton* s 
sewers  and  dealt  with  at  a metered  charge  at  that  Borough* s 
sewage  works.  A convenient  arrangement  except  that  illicit 
connections  of  storm  water  drains  into  foul  3ewers  have 
occurred  over  the  years  and  storm  water  has  to  be  paid  for 
at  crude  sewage  rate. 


3*  Baddesley  Ensor  Parish  - Sewage  from  approximately  one-half 
of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  passes  through  a totally  inadequate 
and  obsolete  sewage  works  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Village. 
On  a limited  area  of  ailing  land  around  the  3ewage  works  a 
form  of  land  irrigation  is  practised.  There  is  serious 
pollution  of  a water  course.  Redevelopment  and  additional 
development  will  promote  even  more  menacing  conditions  if  a 
new  sewage  works  is  not  proceeded  with  at  an  early  date. 

Sewage  from  the  properties  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
watershed  gravitates  to  the  Grendon  Sewage  Works  (see  9 
f oil owing) . In  I96A,  an  outline  scheme  was  prepared  for 
the  extension  and  reconstruction  of  the  Grendon  Sewage 
Works  and  for  new  trunk  and  relief  sewers  to  take  sewage 
to  that  v/orks  from  the  whole  of  the  Village  of  Baddesley 
Ensor  and  from  the  Villages  of  Bentley  and  Baxterley. 
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4.  Baxterley  Parish  - Part  of  the  Village  is  served  by  a 
works  and  sewers  which  were  put  down  in  1952,  in  connection 
with  a small  housing  estate.  Other  houses  in  the  Village 
discharge  sewage  to  four  small  septic  tanks  and  percolating 
beds  which  are  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board. 

5.  Bentley  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  and  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works. 

6.  C aide cote  Parish  - About  two  thirds  of  the  properties  in  the 
Parish  are  connected  to  a sewerage  system  put  down  when  the 

C aide cote  Hall  was  built  in  1880,  Outfall  is  to  a tank  in  an 
isolated  thicket  where  a kind  of  land  irrigations  is  practised. 
Other  houses  in  the  Parish  are  on  tanks  and  cesspits. 

7.  Dordon  Parish  - The  effluent  from  the  Dor don  Sewage  Works 
shews  gross  impurity,  but  this  will  be  rectified  when  the 
Consulting  Engineers,  who  have  been  engaged  for  some  time, 

have  had  a new  sewage  works  built.  The  houses  on  the  Polesworth 
side  of  the  watershed  discharge  to  the  Polesworth  sewage  works 
(see  14  following)  whilst  a few  houses  on  the  Grendon  side 
discharge  into  the  G-rendon  Parish  Works  of  which  mention  is 
made  in  (3)  preceding.  The  Dordon  Hayes  part  of  Church  Road 
is  in  great  need  of  connection  to  public  sewers  via  a pumping 
station  and  main.  Development,  some  very  recent,  has  been 
allowed  on  clay  strata  and  cesspit  and  septic  tanks  are  with 
overflows  to  soakaways  which  cannot  function. 

8.  Freasley  Ward  - This  is  a very  small  hamlet  with  a sewerage 
system  which  serves  houses  around  The  Green. 

9.  Grendon  Parish  - The  existing  sewage  works  is  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  Village;  it  is  overloaded  and  obsolete,  and  also 
serves  parts  of  the  Baddesley  Ensor  and  Dordon  Parishes  (see 
(3)  and  (7)  preceding), 

10.  Hartshill  Parish  - In  this  Parish  the  Council  has  an  old  and 
inadequate  sewage  works  isolated  in  a wood.  From  about  one- 
third  of  the  properties  in  the  Parish,  sewage  is  passed  into, 
the  convenient  sewers  of  Nuneaton  Borough  and  treated  at  their 
works. 
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. Mancetter  Parish  - Sewage  from  the  developed  parts  of  Mancetter 
runs  to  pumping  stations  from  whence  it  is  discharged  to  the 
Atherstone  Sewage  Tories  (see  (l)  above)  • 

12.  Mere vale  Parish  - This  is  very  rural  and  there  are  no  sewers 
or  sewage  works. 

13.  Oldbury  Parish  - Our  smallest  Parish  and  not  served  by  public 

s ewer 3 or  works.  A small  plant  which  is  owned  by  the  National 
Coal  Board  deals  with  sewage  from  the  principal  group  of  a 
dozen  houses. 

1A.  Polo3'worth  Parish  - A new  sewage  works  was  completed  in  19&3* 
except  for  construction  of  the  filters,  which  cannot  safely 
be  built  until  land  movement  ceases  following  the  removal  of 
great  overburden  banks  and  reinstatement  of  the  adjaoent  coal 
outcrop  workings.  Sewage  from  Polesworth  is  all  pumped  to  the 
works  which  also  receive,  via  an  inverted  syphon,  sewage  from 
dwellings  in  the  elevated  VThitohouse  Road  part  of  Dordon 
Parish  (3ee  (7)  preceding). 

For  Warton  Village,  Consulting  Engineers  are  engaged  in  the 
final  stages  of  a scheme  for  new  and  relief  sewers,  pumping 
station  and  one  sewage  works.  A relatively  large  amount  of 
development  is  boing  carried  out  in  and  around  the  Village, 
which  is  at  present  served  by  two  old  and  inadequate  works; 
one  situate  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south  of  the 
Village. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  & NIG-HT-SOIL  COLLECTION 


The  following  table  shews  the  vehicles  in  use  for  this 
Service. 


No. 

Makers 

Capacity 

Type 

i 

Date 

Commissioned 

1. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry  Ltd. 

35  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

Ootober,  1964. 

2. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry  Ltd. 

13  cu.yd. 

Fore  cc  Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

August,  1962. 

3. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry  Ltd. 

18  ou.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

December,  1961, 

4. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry  Ltd. 

10  cu.yd. 

Side-loader. 

1956. 

5. 

Shelvolce  & 
Drewiy  Ltd. 

7 cu.yd. 

Side-loader. 

1951. 

6. 

K^rrier 

Motors 

400  galls. 

Night-soil  collect, 
tipping  tank. 

1956. 

In  Ootober  a new  Shelvoke  & Drewiy  35  cu.yd,  Pakamatic  Refuse 
Collection  Vehicle  was  ordered  for  delivery  in  March,  1965* 

Vehicles  Nos.  1,  2 & 3 are  used  throughout  the  working  week. 
Vehicle  No.  4 is  used  each  Monday  to  Thursday  inclusive.  Vehicle 
No.  3 is  used  for  soil  carrying  on  the  Hartshill  Refuse  Tip  and 
also  as  a replacement  in  emergency  or  when  a break-down  occurs. 

No.  6 is  used  Friday  only  in  each  week  for  the  collection  of  pail 
closet  contents  from  149  premises. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  cesspit  emptying  in  any  part 
of  the  District.  A good  service  is  provided  by  a Public  Cleansing 
Contractor  whose  vehicles  work  in  the  area  on  alternate  weeks. 

No  materials  whatsoever  are  salvaged  from  the  refuse 
collected. 

A Dust  Bin  Hire  Scheme  has  operated  since  1949*  5&/°  of 

properties  have  hir  bins  as  7s. 6d.  per  annum.  537  (5&2  in  19^3) 
bins  were  used  in  the  year  for  replacements  and  new  installations. 
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The  manual  employees  work  a five  day  week  of  42  hours 
with  the  advantage  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness  Benefit  Schemes; 
two  weeks  of  paid  annual  holiday  with  three  extra  days  for  ten 
years  of  service  and  last,  but  note  least,  an  original  Bonus 
Incentive  Scheme  which  has  applied  since  1955* 

The  Table  on  page  32  shews  collection  areas;  the  number 
of  premises  in  each  area  from  which  refuse  is  collected;  the 
number  of  times  all  were  cleared  in  1964  and  the  number  of 
employees  serving  each  route. 

In  1954,  Sickness  Benefit  paid  out  was  £417*  The  average 
annual  cost  since  the  Bonus  Scheme  was  adopted  has  been 
£123.  143. 7d. 

Throu^iout  the  year  the  refuse  collection  service  gave 
general  satisfaction,  but  dosed  with  an  extended  (4-day) 
Christmas  holiday  and  an  exceptionally  hoavy  residential  waste 
production. 

I would  like  to  reoord  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing 
and  conscientious  efforts  of  Mr.  H.  Rickett,  Foreman,  and 
those  of  the  workmen  engaged  in  thi3  arduous  public  service. 


LITTER  BINS 


During  i960  the  District  was  equipped  with  litter  bins. 
There  are  now  249*  The  refuse  collectors  are  paid  a bonus  of 
1-gd.  per  litter  bin  emptied.  They  also  empty  the  large  litter 
baskets  on  lay-bys  on  the  trunk  roads.  Litter  bins  were  emptied 
47  times  on  average  throughout  the  District. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Hartshill  Refuse  Tip  was  used  throughout  the  year,  2578 
loads  being  dealt  with. 

One  full-time  employee  works  the  Refuse  Tip  with  a Bristol 
Duplex,  bulldozer/ overloader.  Refuse  disposal  is  on  a rneohanically 
"controlled"  basis. 

A charge  of  As.Od.  per  load  is  made  at  the  tip  for  receiving 
and  disposing  of  loads  of  materials  other  than  house  refuse. 
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Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1963 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  & FOOD  PREMISES 

There  are  279  food  premises  within  the  district;  Table  A 
shows  them  divided  into  six  types.  Table  B lists  38  infringements 
found  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 

During  routine  inspections  it  was  found  that  conditions  in 
the  food  premises  were  generally  maintained  at  a satisfactory 
standard.  'Then  inf ringements  of  the  Regulations  were  found  there 
was  little  difficulty  in  having  them  remedied. 

On  3rd  June,  following  a request  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
as  a result  of  the  now  celebrated  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  Aoerdeen, 
all  food  premises  in  the  district  likely  to  stock  6lb.  tins  of 
corned  beef  were  visited.  This  resulted  in  A6  tins  being  held, 
in  various  shop 3,  for  further  investigation.  The  following  day, 
when  the  necessary  date  code  became  available,  all  but  26  tins  were 
released.  These  26  tins  were  at  two  shops  and  instructions  were 
given  for  them  to  be  returned  to  the  wholesalers. 

Other  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  in  food3hops  during 
the  year  were:- 

229  tins  of  meat,  milk,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

36  lbs.  corned  beef  etc. 

208  paotets  of  frozen  foods. 

The  last  item  was  the  result  of  the  breakdown  of  one 
refrigerator  cabinet. 


TABLE  A 


Provision  Shops 

133 

Butchers  Shop3 

26 

Fish  Frying  Shops 

11 

Bakehouses 

13 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

21 

Licensed  Premises 

75 

Total  279 


TABLE  B 


Unsatisfactory  condition  of  structure  of  premises  25 
Unsatisfactory  display  of  storage  of  food  A 
Unsatisfactory  storage  of  refuse  . 3 
Unsatisfactory  condition  of  utensils  3 
Lack  of  first  aid  kit,  towel,  soap  eto.  3 


Total  38 
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SMUG-HCERHOUSE  S 


Four  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  the  year  1964.  Two 
are  situated  in  the  central  area,  one  in  the  northern  part  and 
one  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district. 

All  the  slaughterhouses  are  in  constant  use  and  at  "No.  1 
Central"  slaughtering  is  carried  out  every  day  of  the  week, 
including  Sunday,  throughout  the  year.  All  meat  is  inspected 
by  your  Public  Health  Staff.  To  them  on  alternate  weeks  the 
5-day  week  does  not  apply. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a very  clean  and 
satisfactory  condition. 


Slaughterhous es 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  1 Central, 

12 

1,836 

44 

3,277 

5,145 

No.  2 Central. 

2 

461 

13 

1,748 

794 

No.  1 North. 

- 

45 

1 

124 

63 

No.  1 South 

1 

75 

- 

272 

79 

Totals 

15 

2,417 

58 

5,421 

6,081 

Eighteen  steers  and  heifers  (eight  in  19&3) , were  found  to 
carry  the  larval  stage  cysts  of  the  tape  worm,  taenia  saginata 
of  man.  In  all  cases  one  cyst  only  was  found  in  the  masseter 
muscles  or  in  the  heart.  Searches  of  other*  sites  of  predilection 
proved  negative  in  all  cases. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  during  1964.  Also  the  numbers  of 
these  affected  with  diseases  which  necessitated  condemnation 
of  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  and  the  percentage 
diseased.  The  figures  in  brackets  apply  to  the  year  1963* 


Details 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

COW3 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(All  inspected). 

15 

(45) 

2,417 

(2,132) 

58 

(91) 

5,421 

(6,258) 

6,081 

(6,604) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases 
Condemned. 

4 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

8 

(-) 

18 

(8) 

7 

(7) 

CaroaDes  of  which 
3ome  part  or  organ 
wao  condemned. 

1 

(9) 

539 

(388) 

1 

(3) 

105 

(48) 

1,635 

(1,296) 

Percentage  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

33.33 

(20.00) 

22.38 

(18.22*.) 

15.51 

(3.28) 

2.26 

(0.88) 

27.00 

(19.44) 

TUBERCULOSIS. 
7/hole  carcases 
condemned. 

(-) 

ci) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

1 

(1) 

•• 

(") 

(-) 

60 

(63) 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

(2.22) 

0.02*. 

(0.04) 

(-) 

(-) 

0.98 

(0.95) 

CYSTICERCOSIS. 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  / v 

was  condemned.  ' ' 

18 

(8) 

(-) 

(-> 

(-) 

Carcases  submitted  , 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration.  j ' ' 

■ 1 

18 

(8) 

mm 

(-) 

(-) 

rnm 

(-) 
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Tho  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Policy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  been  both  justified  and 
successful  as  is  shewn  by  the  following  percentage  comparison 
of  cows  and  of  steers  and  heifers  found  to  be  affected  with 
the  disea.se  over  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Cows 

Percentage 

affected 

Heifers 
and  steers 
Percentage 
affected 

1955 

23.8 

10.5 

1956 

28.1 

8.9 

1957 

13.2 

6.7 

1958 

17.8 

6.9 

1959 

2.9 

4.0 

I960 

1.2 

1961 

.. 

0.01 

1962 

— 

0.04 

1963 

2.2 

0.04 

1964 

0.04 

FRESH  MEAT . QUANTITY  CONDEMNED. 

1964 

Detail 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

DUE  TO  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

3 

13 

2 

12 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Sheep 

8 

3 

6 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

1 

9 

- 

12 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

20 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

6 

1 

15 

Total 

5 

18 

- 

9 
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DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMKSD  MEAT 


Condemned  meat  is  slashed  and  stained  green  by  the  meat 
inspectors  and  is  then  sold  by  the  slaughtering  owners  to 
approved  firms  from  outside  the  District  who  carry  out 
processing. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS.  1963. 

Theso  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1963. 
The  Council  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  allowed,  viz:- 
2o.6d.  per  horse  or  bovine  other  :.han  a calf;  9d.  for  each  calf 
or  pig;  6d.  for  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goat.  Income  of  around 
£700  per  annum  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  vri.ll  result. 


CLAUGIffER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS.  1953-51. 

22  slaughtermen* o licenoes  were  renowod  for  the  year  196A. 
The  same  number  as  in  1963. 


FACTORIES 


At  the  end  of  I96A  there  were  68  factories  on  the  Register. 
During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  in  respect  of  16  temporary  factories,  being  works 
of  engineering  construction  etc. 

The  responsibilities  of  this  Department  in  respect  of 
factories  i3  somewhat  limited,  but  inspections  were  carried 
out  when  necessary  and  routine  inspections  as  time  permitted. 

The  majority  of  outworkers  in  the  district  were  employed 
by  local  hat  manufacturers. 
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AIR  POLLUTION  AML  SMOKE  A3ATEMENT 


Industrial  Pollution  and  Prosecution. 

During  the  year  thirty-eight  timed  observations  were  made 
on  factory  chimneys  within  the  District.  They  revealed  a number 
of  infringements  on  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Most  of  the  infringements  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
by  an  approach  to  the  factory  management  concerned.  This  was 
not  so,  however,  in  the  case  of  Merevale  Laundry  where  repeated 
promises  were  made  but  not  fulfilled,  in  relation  to  a new 
installation.  After  numerous  warnings  the  Council  decided  to 
take  legal  proceedings  under  Section  1 of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  The  case  was  heard  in  the  Atherstone  Magistrates  Court 
on  the  1st  September,  I96A,  and.  the  four  defendants,  trading 
as  Merevale  Laundry,  we re  each  fined  15s.0d.  on  each  of  six 
charges,  a total  of  £13. 


Air  Pollution  Measurements. 


Measurement  of  the  level  of  pollution  from  Smoke  and 
Sulphur  Dioxide,  at  three  recording  stations,  has  continued 
in  collaboration  with  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council.  The 
information  obtained  is  also  fed  into  the  National  Survey  through 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory. 

Results  obtained  from  the  daily  volumetric  instruments 
are  given  in  graph  form  in  Figures  1 and  2 and  set  out  in 
Table  1 are  results  from  deposit  and  lead  peroxide  gauges, 
the  former  at  Atherstone  and  the  latter  at  Bentley. 


Long  Street  Traffic  Pollution  Experiment. 

In  my  Report  for  1963,  I made  mention  of  the  experiment 
which  was  being  carried  out  concerning  air  pollution  from  traffic 
in  Long  Street,  Atherstone.  Whilst  the  measurements  concerned 
are  being  continued  for  at  least  another  year  a conclusion  has 
already  been  drawn. 

The  experiment  was  based  on  the  fact  that  after  the  opening 
of  the  Atherstone  By-Pass  the  amount  of  traffic  through  Long 
Street  would  be  very  considerably  reduced.  A standard  daily 
volumetric  instrument  was  set  up  to  measure  pollution  at  a. 
point  ten  feet  above  pavement  level  and  a control,  with  which 
results  would  be  compared,  was  provided  by  a similar  instrument 
already  measuring  the  general  level  of  pollution. 
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In  1961,  when  measurement  were  commenced,  the  flow  of 
traffic  past  the  measuring  point  in  Long  Street  averaged 
10,250  vehicles  per  day.  This  had  increased  to  12,750  per 
day  hy  December,  1963  when  the  by-pass  was  opened,  but  diversion 
of  the  traffic  resulted  in  a sudden  drop  to  3? 500  per  day  through 
Long  Street. 

Thi3  gradual  increase  of  traffic,  from  March,  1961  to 
December,  1963,  and  then  the  sudden  fall  was  reflected  in  the 
ratio  between  the  two  measuring  instruments  as  a deterioration 
from  1.75  to  1.92  and  then  an  improvement  to  1.21, 

Throughout  the  four  years  of  measurement  the  average  daily 
smoko  pollution  at  the  control  remained  constant  at  136  micro- 
grams  per  cubic  metre  (mg/m  ).  In  the  street,  however,  tho 
average  for  the  period  1961  to  1963  was  2^.6  ijig/m  and  after  the 
opening  of  the  by-pass  this  fell  to  164  mg/m  . 

So  far  as  sulphur  dioxide  is  concerned  there  was  a diminishing 
difference,  but  the  accuracy  of  tho  method  used  would  not  permit 
this  to  be  regarded  as  significant. 

Further  study  of  the  figures  obtained  3howod  (a)  a very 
significant  improvement  during  foggy  weather  and  (b)  indicated 
that  the  heavy  dio3el  component  rather  than  petrol  smoko,  is 
responsible  for  a good  deal  of  tho  smoke  pollution. 

It  was  obvious  at  tho  outset  that  a roduction  in  traffic 
would  rosult  in  a reduction  of  air  pollution  but  it  was  not  know 
to  what  oxtont  this  would  occur.  Tne  experiment  has  demonstrated 
that  tho  sir  pollution  caused  by  motor  vehicles  ha3  boon  reduced 
by  nearly  one -half  by  the  diversion  of  three-quarters  of  tho 
traffic  from  tho  town. 

Figure  1 shows  in  graph  form  the  averago  pollution  in 
tho  street,  during  successive  summers  and  winters,  expressed  as 
a ratio  of  the  general  level  of  pollution.  Figure  2 shows  the 
increasing  pollution  year  by  year  until  the  opening  of  the  by- 
pass, and  is  related  on  the  same  graph  to  the  increase  of  traffic 
along  A5. 

(The  findings  of  this  experiment  were  the  subject  of  a 
paper  presented  by  your  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector  to  tho 
Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating  Bodies  in  London  in  May). 
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TABLE  I 


Month 

Deposit  Gadge 

Total  Deposit  in 
Tons  per  Sq.  Milo 

Lead  Peroxide  Cylinder 

Milligrams  SO^  per  day 
per  100  sq.cm;  Batch  A. 

Atherstone 

County 

Average 

Bontloy 

County 

Average 

January 

10.94 

10.08 

2.3 

1.74 

February 

12.78 

9.75 

1.5 

1.52 

March 

17.05 

10, 66 

1.4 

1.33 

April 

13.49 

1.1 

May 

13.89 

0.9 

Juno 

13.66 

0.8 

July 

11.07 

0.8 

Not  yet 

Not  yet 

August 

6.41 

available 

0.8 

available 

September 

9.09 

1.2 

October 

10.10 

1.5 

November 

9.13 

1.8 

December 

8.45 

2.1 

Sumner  Winter  Summer  Winter  Summer  Winter  Summer  Winter 

1961  63/62  1962  62/63  1963  63/64  1964  6V'65 
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Motor  Vehicles  per  day  in  Thousands 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  where  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Free  supply  of  disinfectant  for  prophylatic  measures  in 
houses  where  infectious  disease  exists  is  carried  out  from 
four  premises  in  various  parts  of  the  District  and  from  the 
Public  Health  Department. 


CANAL  BOATS 


Oooasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  doclc3  and  wharves. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Contract  Rodent  Control  commenced  on  the  l3t  January, 

1957. 


At  the  end  of  19 6if,  the  value  of  Annual  Contracts  held 
was  £935*  All  Contracts  are  made  to  expire  on  the  31st 
December  each  year.  Contracts  to  the  value  of  £766  were 
immediately  renewed  for  the  year  1965. 

All  contract-holding  premises  are  visited  once  each 
month  after  an  initial  extermination  of  rats.  From  5 to  25 
protected  Warfarin  baiting  points  are  maintained  at  all 
premises. 

All  sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and  Council  Depots  are 
dealt  with  on  a Contract  basis,  lie  contract  to  the  North 
East  Warwickshire  Water  Board  to  keep  their  pumping  station 
areas,  depots  and  service  reservoir  grounds  free  from 
inf  e s t ati ons . 
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. 0ne  Rodent  Operative  is  employed.  He  is 

equipped  with  a 5 cwt.  van  and  tools  and  materials.  His 
diligent  work  is  encouraged  by  giving  him  a pecuniary  interest 

SU  & bonus  on  the  value  of  ^ 


. The  cost  of  the  Rodent  Control  Service,  excluding 
administration,  is  in  the  region  of  £990  per  annum.  Because 
of  income,  only  *,90  per  annum  is  a direct  rate  charge. 


no  comPlaints  of  rats/mice  were  received  in  the  year. 

179  of  these  were  from  dwelling  houses,  3 from  schools  and 
from  shops.  Dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  cost.  Two 
compiaints  were  from  factories  whereat  Contract  terms  were 
offered  or  exterminations  at  cost  plus  2C$  establishment 

charge.  All  the  infestations  reported  were  of  very  minor 
character. 


RAG  FLOCK  & OTHER  FILLING-  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951. 
One  licence  is  granted  to  an  upholsterer. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Three  licences  are  granted.  The  premises  are  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition. 
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